
Cross-regional issues of public opinion on COVID-19 

In 2020, Covid-19 has rapidly become prevalent around the world; that is, almost 

all countries have suffered the spread of the virus. Like other major public health 

emergencies, highly uncertain and extremely hazardous are key characteristics of 

Covid-19. An overwhelming amount of authentic and unauthentic coverage in media 

makes the public prone to negative emotions, such as nervousness, fear, and anxiety. 

Particularly, it is hard for the public to rationally perceive risks and judge the condition 

due to limited time, resources, knowledge, experience, and cognitive ability, leading to 

irrational behaviors, such as rumors spreading, panic buying, and regional stigma. 

These negative emotions will dissipate social cohesion and positive social energy, 

increase the complexity of management, and make it difficult to establish coordination 

and share emergency management systems among countries. Countries and 

international organizations are continually seeking measures to prevent and control the 

contagion, where social stability is the precondition. Public risk perception, behavior 

rules, and emotional regulation are critical for social stability. China and South Korea 

are neighbors. It is necessary and possible for China and South Korea to cooperate on 

the prevention and control of the major public health emergency. Meanwhile, they need 

to understand how to optimize strategies of sharing online public opinion information, 

improve the effectiveness of government control, and ease the negative emotions 

among the public. 

The topic of risk perception has been explored for more than 40 years, generating 

three classical paradigms: axiomatic measurement paradigm, socio-cultural paradigm, 

and psychometric paradigm. Drawing on the psychometric paradigm, cultural theory, 

and social cognitive model, existing research has investigated earthquake disasters, 

public security, and public health emergencies in recent years, using the methods of 

spatial statistical analysis, system dynamics, social network analysis, and infectious 

disease model. In emergency settings, scholars have proposed a variety of media 

frameworks, revealing the media presentation. However, most of them used a single 

case, which led to a low level of universality and operability of different media 

frameworks. It is necessary to rely on multiple cases to test the effectiveness of the 

media framework and the public’s coping behaviors among different countries. 

Additionally, from the perspective of journalism and communication, these media 

frameworks only focus on the media presentation of crisis information; that is, there is 

still a limited understanding about interacting effects and mechanisms of public risk 



perception, choice of coping behaviors, and emotion regulation between countries at 

different stages of an epidemic. There is also a lack of theoretical framework explaining 

irrational psychological behaviors and guiding negative emotions in public health 

emergency involving different countries. 

We thus propose the topic of discussion about the mechanism of public "risk 

perception - coping behavior - emotion" and its spatiotemporal structure in China and 

South Korea. In the setting of Covid-19, we aim to discuss whether there are differences 

about public’s risk perception and coping behaviors between China and South Korea, 

how to explore the framework of information releasing, the interaction of the 

framework, and "risk perception - coping behavior - emotion", optimizing the strategies 

selection of information releasing between China and South Korea, how to build a 

China and South Korea joint prevention and control mechanism for public health 

emergencies. 

 

The discussion may focus on, but are not limited to, the following topics:  

 

1. The evolution of public emotion and behavior in covid-19 

2. Cross-regional information releasing and public sentiment regulation in covid-19  

3. Public risk perception and coping behavior in covid-19   

4. The framework of information release in China and South Korea 

5. The effect mechanism of information release on public emotion. 

6. Public risk perception and characteristics of psychology in covid-19 

7. The growth of smart medical for healthcare in covid-19 

8. The interdisciplinary research on public emotion and behavior in covid-19 

9. The development of medical informatization and public emotion in covid-19   

10. The development of smart medical information technology for healthcare in covid-

19  

11. The possible application of smart medical information technology for healthcare in 

covid-19  

12. The possible strategies public sentiment regulation in covid-19 

13. Cross-regional public risk perception in setting of covid-19 

14. Localization related issues of public opinion and smart medical information 

technology for healthcare 

15. Other emerging issues of public opinion and smart medical information technology 

for healthcare 
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